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POLHILL SPORTS:
CLUB DINNER

the Polhill
held its annual
home of the
“Wick-

On
Sports Club
dinner at the
Secretary, Mr. J. C.
Poulter, of Cabot Ho_use,
Hermilage Road, Staines.
Colonel R. W. Polhill, who h;d
travelled to Woking from Bir-
mingham specially for the oc-
casion, gave a review of .the
summer’'s cricketing activities.
He said the wmost notable
event had, of course, been his
cricket team’s tour of
Northern Italy. Cricket was
a game almost unknown in
Italy, and the villagers who
followed their progress were
only too eager to learn,

Referring to his unfortunate
accident while climbing in the
Dolomites, he expressed thanks
to the many people who had
sent him fruit and goodwill
messages when he was re-
cuperating in hospital.

Replying, the Secretary said
that without the backmg.of:
the Colagnel, it would be im-;
possible to continue success-
fully, and as a token of the
ciub’s  esteem, he presented
him with a reccrd cf one of
Frederick Purcell’s later works
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4 Bave up his love for cricket.
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The news fair]y.
bowled over

ex-P.O.W. man

To the Editor

Dear Sir—I cannot tell you
how delighted I was to Jearn
that Col. Polhill is back in
cricket. The last time I saw
him was at Weihaiwei, Japan-
ese P.O.W. camp, in 1642

It may interest yvour readers
toe know that, even during his
internment, the Colonel never

As scon as he arrived at the
camp he bhegan dismantling
his bunk and converting the
boards into a bat and stumps.
At first the Japanese were
suspicious, and mistook the .
cricket bat for an escape im-
plement! Later, however, they
showed a keen interest in the
game, and entered a team in
the camp league, organised by
the Colonel.

The J:ipanese
Commandant, . who spent his
duty

hours Playing or watch-
ing erickdt, insisteq that a
special request for equipment
be sent o the British Army,
ahd in duc course we received

a Don Bradman autographed

Polhill is very fond. }
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In 1944, the Colonel wasl?
transferred to the notorious /!

Aliwal North camp, and:-I had |!

he had been killed in the
massacre of June 1945,
now, and the knowledge that
the hero of Weihaiwei, who
brought solace to so many
prisoner§, is still alive and
cricketing, although well over
70, was'a tremendous encour-
agement for me.
Yours truly,
G. J. MURGATROYD (Major)
(Jate Indian Army)
The Lodge,
Bridgend Farm,
Ottershaw.

(Major Murgatroyd's letter
was prompted By a report, in
ocur last issue, of the annual
dinner of the Polhill Sports
Club, which was held at Cabot
House, Hermitage Road, st.
John’s. Col. R. W. Polhill had

always been led to believe that }

I lead a very solitary life |

travelled from Birmingham | |
specially for the occasion.—
Ed.]
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CHORLEYWOOD STOICS v
POLHILL
Cho:-‘;eyx(ood's openers put on
‘46 in the first hour on Satur-
7day. The side eventually de-
:ciared ‘at 147-8 afier D;n‘rant_
;had contributed a lusty 28 and

{Sims had taken 5-36.

g Polhill were c<oon in trouble
and onlv a fighting stand be-
*tween Albert Smith (
R. W. Polhill avoided comple'e

and Col. .

disgrace. This made 47 out of |

a (olal of 35.



